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11 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3-D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attachment(s) 

1) CD Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-413) 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

3) □ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO/SB/08) 5 > □ Notice of Informal Patent Application 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date . 6) □ Other: . 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
PTOL-326 (Rev. 08-06) 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20061208 



Application/Control Number: 10/655,81 1 Page 2 

Art Unit: 3621 

DETAILED ACTION 
Terminal Disclaimer 

1 . The terminal disclaimer filed on April 13 th , 2007 disclaiming the terminal portion of any 
patent granted on this application which would extend beyond the expiration date of 10/655,713 
has been reviewed and is accepted. The terminal disclaimer has been recorded. 

2. The provisional double patenting has been withdrawn. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language, 

4. Claims 1-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Narin et al (U.S. 
PG Pub 2004/0158709). 

5. As per claim 1, Narin et al teach a method comprising: maintaining digital records of 
software licenses for multiple groups, the digital records indicating rights associated with 
software licenses; accessing a group administration application to set the access rules for 
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members of a group, the access rules controlling the access of digital record data of the group by 
members of the group; and using the access rules to determine whether to allow a member of the 
group to access digital record data (see abstract, fig 11, paragraphs 0009, 0010, 0017, 0088, 
0092, 0140-0154). 

6. As per claim 2, 3, Narin et al teach a method wherein the access rules can be set to allow 
some group members to see but not to modify the software license data, to restrict access based 
upon inputted field information to some group members (see paragraphs 0154). 

7. As per claim 4, Narin et al teach a method wherein the inputted field information is a 
department field and the access rules are such that some group members can only access 
software license information associated with their department (see abstract, fig 11, paragraphs 

0009, 0010, 0017, 0088, 0092, 0140-0154). 

8. As per claim 5, Narin et al teach a method wherein the group administration application 
can be used to require group members to input field data (see abstract, fig 11, paragraphs 0009, 

0010, 0017, 0088, 0092, 0140-0154). 

9. As per claim 6, Narin et al teach a method wherein selected access rules can allow a 
group member to access a digital record and adjust the rights associated with the software license 
(see abstract, fig 11, paragraphs 0009, 0010, 0017, 0088, 0092, 0140-0154). 
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10. As per claims 7-9, Narin et al teach a method wherein the group administration 
application is adapted to allow the production of reports concerning the software licenses of the 
group, part of a web based application uses role based security (see abstract, fig 11, paragraphs 
0009 \ 0010, 0017, 0088, 0092, 0140-0154). 

11. As per claim 10, Narin et al teach a method wherein configuration information for the 
computers running the software are stored in the digital records (see abstract, fig 11, paragraphs 
0009, 0010, 0017, 0088, 0092, 0140-0154). 

12. As per claim 1 1, Narin et al teach a license management system comprising: a memory 
adapted to store digital records of software licenses for multiple groups, the digital records 
indicating rights associated with a software licenses; and a processor adapted to execute a group 
administration application for setting the access rules for members of a group, the rules 
controlling the access of digital record data of the group by members of the group, wherein the 
access rules are used to determine whether to allow a member of the group to access digital 
record data (see abstract, fig 11, paragraphs 0009, 0010, 0017, 0088, 0092, 0140-0154). 

13. As per claims 12, 13, Narin et al teach a license management system wherein the access 
rules can be set to allow some group members to see but not to modify the software license data, 
to restrict access based upon inputted field information to some group members (see abstract, fig 
11, paragraphs 0009, 0010, 0017, 0088, 0092, 0140-0154). 
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14. As per claim 14, Narin et al teach a license management system wherein the inputted 
field information is a customer defined field and the access rules are such that some group 
members can only access software license information associated with the customer definition 
(see abstract, fig 11, paragraphs 0009, 0010, 0017, 0088, 0092, 0140-0154), 

15. As per claim 15, Narin et al teach a license management system wherein the group 
administration application can be used to require group members to input field data (see abstract, 
fig 11, paragraphs 0009, 0010, 0017, 0088, 0092, 0140-0154). 

16. As per claim 16, Narin et al teach a license management system wherein selected access 
rules can allow a group member to access a digital record and adjust the rights associated with 
the software license (see abstract, fig 11, paragraphs 0009, 0010, 0017, 0088, 0092, 0140- 
0154). 

17. As per claims 17-19, Narin et al teach a license management system wherein the group 
administration application is adapted to allow the production of reports concerning the software 
licenses of the group, part of a web based application and uses role based security (see abstract, 
fig 11, paragraphs 0009, 0010, 0017, 0088, 0092, 0140-0154). 

18. As per claim 20, Narin et al teach a license management system wherein configuration 
information for the computers running the software are stored in the digital records (see abstract, 
fig 11, paragraphs 0009, 0010, 0017, 0088, 0092, 0140-0154). 
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19. As per claim 21, Narin et al teach a computer readable media comprising software to 
instruct a computer to do the steps of: maintaining digital records of software licenses for 
multiple groups, the digital records indicating rights associated with software licenses; in 
response to input to a group administration application, setting the access rules for members of a 
group, the access rules controlling the access of digital record data of the group by members of 
the group; and using the access rules to determine whether to allow a member of the group to 
access digital record data (see abstract, fig 11, paragraphs 0009, 0010, 0017, 0088, 0092, 0140- 
0154). 

20. As per claims 22, 23, Narin et al teach a computer readable media wherein the access 
rules can be set to allow some group members to see but not to modify the software license data, 
to restrict access based upon inputted field information to some group members (see abstract, fig 
11, paragraphs 0009, 0010, 0017, 0088, 0092, 0140-0154). 

21 . As per claim 24, Narin et al teach a computer readable media wherein the inputted field 
information is a department field and the access rules are such that some group members can 
only access software license information associated with their department (see abstract, fig 11, 
paragraphs 0009, 0010, 0017, 0088, 0092, 0140-0154). 
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22. As per claim 25, Narin et al teach a computer readable media wherein the group 
administration application can be used to require group members to input field data (see abstract, 
fig 11, paragraphs 0009, 0010, 0017, 0088, 0092, 0140-0154). 

23. As per claim 26, Narin et al teach a computer readable media wherein selected access . 
rules can allow a group member to access a digital record and adjust the rights associated with 
the software license (see abstract, fig 11, paragraphs 0009, 0010, 0017, 0088, 0092, 0140- 
0154). 

24. As per claim 27, Narin et al teach a computer readable media wherein the group 
administration application is adapted to allow the production of reports concerning the software 
licenses of the group (see abstract, fig 11, paragraphs 0009, 0010, 0017, 0088, 0092, 0140- 
0154). 

25. As per claims 28, 29, Narin et al teach a computer readable media wherein the group 
administration application is part of a web based application and uses role based security (see 
abstract, fig 11, paragraphs 0009, 0010, 0017, 0088, 0092, 0140-0154). 

26. As per claim 30, Narin et al teach a computer readable media wherein configuration 
information for the computers running the software are stored in the digital records (see abstract, 
fig 11, paragraphs 0009, 0010, 0017, 0088, 0092, 0140-0154). 
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Response to Arguments 

27. Applicant's arguments filed April 13 th , 2007 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

a. Applicant argues that the prior art Narin et al fail to teach a digital records 
indicating rights associated with software licenses . Applicant further argues that Narin 
fail to suggest that some users be prevented from accessing digital record data rather than 
prevented from accessing the content protected by the digital record data. Examiner 
respectfully disagrees with applicant's characteristics of the prior art. Narin et al teach 
among other things The licensor receives a request from the requester, where the request 
includes an identifier identifying the requestor and rights data associated with the content, 
and where the rights data lists at least one identifier and rights associated therewith. The 
licensor thereafter locates the identifier of the requestor in the directory, and locates in 
the directory, from the located requestor identifier in the directory, the identifier of each 
group which the requestor is a member of. Each of the located requestor identifier and 
each located group identifier is compared to each identifier listed in the rights data to find 
a match, and the license is issued to the requestor with the rights associated with the 
matching identifier. 
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Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to FIRMIN BACKER whose telephone number is 571-272-6703. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew J. Fischer can be reached on (571) 272-6779. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272/4000. 
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